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MONTANA MANUFACTURERS OF WOOD PRODUCTS 
HAVE GOOD FOURTH QUARTER
MISSOULA—
Production, employment, and wages remained at high levels for the state's 
wood-products firms during fourth quarter 1984, despite depressed lumber prices, 
according to a University of Montana research office.
The quarterly figures on the Montana industry were released by the UM Bureau 
of Business and Economic Research. The information is gathered through a survey 
done in cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association. The survey 
includes 34 plants that account for over 90 percent of the state's wood-products 
manufacturing activity.
Lumber production during the quarter was reported at 290 million board feet,
13 million feet lower than the previous quarter. Plywood production remained 
unchanged from third-quarter levels.
Figures for the same quarter a year ago show lumber production at 283 million 
board feet. Plywood production changed little.
Both employment and wages were slightly below third-quarter levels. An 
average of 4,452 production workers were on the job during fourth quarter 1984, 
compared to 4,722 for the third quarter. Total wages paid out to production workers 
during the fourth quarter amounted to about $27,043,000 compared to $28,417,000 
during the third quarter.
Production and employment for the entire year were not much different from 1983 
level So
Lumber production was up about 5 percent to 1,269 million board feet from 1,211
(over)
I
wood products--add one <
in 1983, while plywood production declined siightly--from 626 million square feet 
in 1983 to 617 in 1984. Average monthly production employment was 4,624 workers 
in 1984 versus 4,546 in 1983.
These figures refer only to production workers at mill sites and do not 
include the several thousand workers in logging, trucking and other related areas,














The Montana Wood Products Industry 
Wages of Production W orkers by Month 
1982-1984
















The Montana Wood Products Industry 
Production W orkers by Month 
1982-1984
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Pi ivtj. . ion U. her P t v. • >d
Noim.l Lev. Is Pr otlui t ion W.mt“ P c o d e c t 1 o'
( M m  h e r ) W o r k e r s d (0 0 0 )° (ivrr)h 1 ►....
J a n uaiy 9 3.9'*2 $ 9 . 6 3 6 99 37
1 c b r u a i y 9 3.199 9.0/7 99 36
Ha 1 ch 9 3.297 9 .696 61 *•3
Apri 1 12 3.813 6 .992 67 99
May 12 9,021 6 , 9 9 3 76 97
June 19 9,021 7.083 86 93
July 2 2 9.239 7 . 139 78 96
2 1 9,129 7 . 6 0 3 86 91
S e p t e m b e r 18 9,021 7 . 9 1 8 89 *48
October 19 3,837 6 , 9 9 7 72 96
N ovember 19 3.719 6 ,712 63 *46
D ecember lb 3.696 7 .029 6*4 99
Total -- 7 9 ,867 895 933
1983
January 26 3 . 8 8 8 7 , 969 78 50
February 29 9 , 1/8 7 .969 90 90
M arch 31 9,306 8,792 1 1 1 59
Apr 1 1 29 9,337 8 ,967 10 0 59
May 31 9 ,629 8 , 9 0 8 10 1 59
June 32 9,779 9 . 7 3 8 117 57
July 39 9 , 8 6 ^ 9 .392 99 37
August 33 9,902 9.991 1 1 8 58
Sept e m b e r 33 9,826 9 , 7 9 0 1 19 51
October 31 9 ,672 9 ,130 96 52
N o v e m b c  r 28 9,969 9 , 1 9 9 99 52
December 28 9,962 9 , 986 88 52
Tota 1 -- 107,727 1 , 2 1 1 626
January 29
1989
9,569 $ 9,296 106 53
Febt uary 32 9,602 8,869 1 1 1 5''
March 32 9,685 9,770 '27 57
April 31 9,700 9.181 116 52
May 31 9,696 8.592 1 10 56
June 28 9,723 9,396 106 39
Ju ly 28 9,799 8.899 95 98
Augus t 29 9,787 10,239 109 56
September 28 9,629 9.339 99 99
0c tober 29 9,972 9,1/1 105 56
November 28 9,951 8,896 96 51
December 29 9 ,932 9,026 89 96
Total -- 111,519 1,269 617
Source: University of Montana , Bureau of Busin.ss and Econoi; i c Research. Forest Indust
1 nfor.nat ion System, (M i ssou la, Montana, 1989)
Note: The mills included in the survey account for approximate Iy 90 percent of the total
production of the wood products industry in the state.
3 iniludes production workers at sawmills, plywood plants, pulp and board mills, and utility
Cole plants. wMillion hoard feet, lunrhei tally. 
cMillion square feet, 3/8-inch basis.
